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From the Gospel Visitants 


Sir Richard Steele’s Letter 
TO THB POPE. 


[Continued. } 





There may be exceptions; but this is generally the 
case: and the more unlikely soon to be otherwise with 
them, upon two accounts ; first, because their tolera- 
tion is founded upon their mighty boasts of adhering 
more strictly to the Doctrinal Articles of the Church, in 
the sense of the first reformers, than the Churchmen 
themselves; the defence of which therefore, is pretty 
much left to them, to pride themselves in: And, sec- 
ondly, because their very catechisms are rystems of all 
the deep points, and common-places, and hard words 
in divinity ; by which means, their people being all sys- 
tematical divines, keep them strictly to the received 
scheme, and raise very great clamors, and very little 
contributions, upon the least deviation from what 
they have hitherto valued themselves upon understand- 
ing better than their neighbors, and have been tanght, 
from children, to embrace as the very essence and lije 
of the gospel. 

To this method of literature it is, that we owe (what 
is of the greatest service to your cause,) such a mulli- 
tude of writers, on all sides; who, when they come a- 
broad in the world, defend the sublimest points by the 
bare repetition of words, to which (when they are pres 
eed) they are not ashamed to’ own, that they have no 
such meaning as they fix to them, upon any other single 


occasion, in the whole eompass of speaking: that is, 
none al all. 


And to this it is that we owe, at length, the blessed 

discovery, and candid profession, that it is not Gt that 
we should have any meaning to our words, when we 
speak about God, the Supreme Being, whom we are to 
wo. '‘» in spirit and froth. A profession which, if it 
doth now > vour Holiness’ account, it is not their 
fault, who own 1; 4. *ngst Protestants. 
: The three great impeaimcue ‘> any advances towards 
a Reformation in your Church, have been always found 
to be these ; a false learning ; a real ignorance ; and a 
system of prefermente, fixed and tied down to a parti- 
cular system of opinions, or words. 

The two first often go together. There is often in 
the uneducated, a real ignorance, without a false Jearn- 
ing: whereas, in the others, tbere cannot be a false 
learning, without a real ignorance. But, both put to- 
gether, would have little effect against the nature of 
things, and the irresistible force of truth, without the 
last of the three. Where it not for that, you would 
quickly find, that the mask would drop from the face 


of things; and the clouds, which false learning had | 


Wwrapt about the most important points, would be dissi- 
pated, and leave truth, in its lovely simplicity, naked, | 
and open to every honest eye. 

But your security, you find, lies in the last. Whilst 
the Church, and the World,are so closely & vitally unit- 
ed, and the immense riches of your Archbishopricks, 
Bishopricks, Deaneries, Caunonries, Abbies, Monaste- 
ries, Cardinalships, and Popedom, are all confined to 


the worship of the Mass-Book, and to the creed and. 
tbe sons of your: 


decrees of the Council of Trent: 
church find little occasion for any such learning, as 
Hay tend to poverty; but a great deal of comfort in 
“nother sort of it, which carries as big a sound amongst 


the vulgar, and turns to a much better account, as it 
brings along with it defence and riches both; and 
serves to support those opinions, which suppert that 
church which is endowed with those richee. 

| 1 donot mention this with a reference to your affairs 
| only ; ; but to remind you, that you have so much of 
| this yourselves, and find so prodigious a benefit in it, 
that you have the less occasion to wonder at, or envy, 
the something like it amongst us Protestants. 

Your Holiness needs not, | think, cal) in the assist- 
ance of your Infallibility, to judge, from all this put to- 
gether, in whata condition we really are ; whilst, all 
the while, we are boasting of our glorious separation 
from you, and deafening the by-standers, and tiring 
ourselves, in our several ways, with loud cries about our 
own apostolical purity and perfection, 

As far indeed as we are in practice separated from 
you, in what we ourselves condemn in your church; 
so far we may, consistently enough, boast. But ae far 
as we are united to you in our practice, though irrecil- 
eably separated in words, methinks, (to confess the 
truth) you have rather a handle of boasting against usy 
that we ourselves think fit to practise, in some instan- 
ces and some degrees, what we profess so severely to 
cry out against in your chorch. 

1 forget that your Holiness hath the affairs of the 
world upon you. ButI can’t persuade myself to ake 
any apology, when I consider iti your interest that I 
should go on in this odd, urusual way, of speaking 
truth. 

! have freely laid before you, what may reasonably 
enough give you and your Catdifiais a seusible pleasure. 
I have without reserve, shewed you many of the follies, 
weaknesses, unhappinesses, inconsistencies, and wick- 
ednesses of us Protestants. It is but just to ourselves, 
now, that I should change the scene a little, and take 
down your satisfaction a few degrees from that height, 
to which it may by this time be raised. 1 scorn to flat- 
ter you, any more than owrselves: and how should you 
know the true measures, either of your hopes or of your 
fears about Great Britain, if you be not truly informed 
of our advantages and happinesses, as well as of the 
contrary. Nor is it any thing more than what is rea- 
sonable, that I, who have in the former part of this ad- 
|dress made no scruple to give myself pain, in order to 
give your holiness pleasure, should now be permitted to 
give you pain, in order to give myself pleasure : espe- 
cially, since | promise, that if any thing offers which it 
may be a satisfaction to you to know, | will without re- 
serve jntermix it, to mitigate the afliction. 





Brunswick-Lonenburgh, is now King of Grevt-Britain ; 
jthat the Protestant branches of our Royal Family, 
have in him begun to (ake place ; 
cession, 80 hateful to your friends, is now not only in 
the dead letler of our laws, but in possession ; that he 
| is come to our wishes, safe, and untouched by the dun- 


gers of land or sea; that he is not only come, but is! 


come attended by his Royal Son, from whoa we en- 
gage to ourselves the imitation of his father’s virtues, 
and the continuance of our happy state ; that he iv sur- 


Know then, High Prelote, and let the conclave of | al) the signs of distress at such a separation ? 
Cardinals know; and let your whole church know ;| Judge, whether it would not be very unjust in us nut to 
and let the Universal World, wheresoever your } Mis. | conclude, that he who bath been tried by arbitrory 
sionaries are dispersed, know, that King GrorcE now | Power, and still governed with ynstice & goodness, when 
wears the crown of these Realms ; that the Elector of. ‘his will was the law of his government; will now be 





rounded with a numerous young family, who raise the | them; and eh «! 


reserved by Heaven, for the true interest ond glory of 
the Protestant cause: acanse, which (as far as the na- 
ture of human affairs gives leave) now promises her, in 
gratitude, one earthly crown, in recompence for tiat 
other which her great soul formerly sacrified to it; and 
assures her of a heavenly one hereafter, whatever be- 
comes of the images of greatness in this state. 

Forgive. me that ] repeat; King Groroe now fills 
the Throne of Great Britain: and believe me, notwith- 
standing all the intelligence of your friends from hence, 
(who are ever writing only what themselves wish) be- 
lieve me, I say, he hath no thoughts of Jeavingus. His 
heart and soul is with us: and he hath too munch grest- 
ness of mind, to be moved either by the brutal insults 
or the base misrepresentations of his euemies, to ary 
thing but whut is great and becoming. He feels he 
hath the riches and the courage of the nation on his. 
side. He sees himself surrounded by trne friends, asy 
well as patriots, at Court. The coolest heads and, the.’ 
warmest hearts, are in his service, And he is blessed 
with a first Parliament, whose affections and passions 
are his; engaged in his cause; and inflamed with a 
zeal for his glory and interest, which are one with their 
own happiness. And what bath he to fear, thus guard- 
ed without ; and possessed within of every thing that 
can recommend a Prince to the love of a people? 

I can only attempt to give you,some fuint idea of 
what he is, and what we enjoy. ; 

*“ To see him, is to love him. Never was so much 
integrity, and eo much constancy, and so much sweet- 
ness, composed together, and expressed in features.—— 
He hath the dignity of the Prince, tempered with the 
ease and affability of the gentleman. His religion is 
christian virtue, without bigotry. Justice and benefi- 
cence fre all the arfs of government which he desir~ 
to know: and in these he excels, enough to make hi 
the delight of mankind. The wisdom of integrity iy 
the public administration, is now going to shew itse!f 
to the senses of the world, to be vastly superior to al! 
the mean artifices of falsehood and cunning ;, and te 
diffuse its blessings to present and future generations. 

If you would know whether this view of happiness be 
any thing more than imaginary; ask. his subjects in 
Germany, bow he governed, when his will was his law ? 
Inquire, whether be did not then think himself beund to 
observe the great law of nature? and, whether justice & 
beneficence were not the measure of his administra- 
tion? Or else, only ask them why they took leave of 
him, at parting, with flonds of tears? Why. they foi- 
lowed hiw with the tokens of universal sorrow, and with 





And then 


determined by the same justice and govdness, fo make 


our law his will; ond to carry our legal happiness to a 


that the fimited suc- | beight voknown tn former ages; and to place it, if poe- 


ible, out of the reach of oll future danger? 
How could | dwell upon this subject, did 4 not fear 
it would Le too troublesome to your Holine-s ? 


In the midst of this, L know you hare comforteble 


stories sent you, of the dificolties and ditcottageoents 
be moce(s with. Leonfesrs it. lle bath ereat dil euliiel 
toencounter,. Pot then he hath a great soul te combat 


ch ken tirmoess of mind to ¢ 


& > through 


idelight and expectation of all who see them 3 With that, ‘them with glory. 


Princess at the bead of them, who, if we mu ay judge | 


from her past ume quailed equduct, seems destined aud 


‘The a- 
your Church, end those amongst us whe 


lam not going fo dissemble in this point. 
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contantly go band in band with Chem, have 
mercy embarrassed the affiirs of the nation, tre. 
cores a wisdom, an application, a dexterity, a perse- 
verance, almost more than dinman, fo reetify to mans 





wiltheut | 


disorders an:! confusions at have been introduced. All 


hish us. 
I confess many are the obstacles and discouragements 
he heth already experegeed : the fierceness of a false 
religious zeal, kindled and fomented by youre miscaries, 
into fury; the madness of rabbles, incensed by thos: 


these, he comes prepared to exert, to save and cae 


who cen have no security but in confusion; the invee 
tives of some pulpits, insinvating the vilest falsehood 
into the minds of the populace, and giving the Jie in the 
face of the sun, to all former professions of a sincere 
goud-will to his interest. 

(To be continued.) 


FOR THF. UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


—— 


Fallacious Reasoning. 


The following extracts of fallacious reasoning are from 
a Sermon delivered in Weymouth, December 18th. 
1208. by Rev. Jacon Norton, from 1 Timothy ii. 2—4, | 
** Who will have all men to be saved, and come unto 
the knowledge of the truth.” 

The object of the Sermon is to induce the belief 
that this text is not in favor of the doctrine of Univer- 
sal Salvation, as will appear from the following quota. 
tion: ‘* TI proceed to observe, that it cannot intend de- 
termination in God, if by ‘all men’ be meant the whole 
of the human race. This is evident from the consider- 
ation that a)} men, in this unlimited sense, have not 
* come to the knowledge of the truth.’ ” 

If we were to hear some ignorant person, who never 
hed the advantages of acommon school education, and 
who hadnever travelled beyond the limitsof the parish in 
«hich he was born, reason in this way, we should cer- 
tainly be surprised at his stupidity; and if nature had | 
not been severely unkind, in withbolding from her child 


vaty te convince him of the fallacy of his reasoning, by 
«sking him if his father could not will, even to a de/er- 
minaton, that he should bring home all his sheep, at 
evening, and secure them in the fold, before he hed ac- 
tually done it. But what shall we tbink of a scholar, 
whose acquaintance with logic iseuflicient to give bim 
‘lear sight through many complicated questions, who 
reasons in this way? Is it necessary to suggest to this 
Rev. Gentleman, that bis belief, that all the finally im- 
penitent will be forever punished pursuant to a deter- 
mination of the divine Being is refuted by his own rea- 

oning? Surely he does not suppose that al] the pon- 
lect were in bell from all eternity ! Nor does he pre- 
tend to believe that all the elect were from all eternity 
ina state of immortal holiness and felicity, though he 
believes that God, from all eternity, determined that 
they should finally be brought to such a state, trough 
« Redeemer. Now what is the reason that learned 
«lergymea reason in such a way? Do they really be- 
lieve that people are so entirely destitute of common 
sense, as to believe that the divine Being cannot will or 
determine an event before it takes place ? 

Although | use this pointed language, | do it for no 
other purpore than to awaken attention to the subject ; 
} would not insinuate that the clergy use such argu- 
rents with a design to deceive people to their damage ; 
ihe fraud may be intended as a pious one. 

This method of reasoning respectivg the will of God 
Yhat all men should be saved and come unto the know!l- 
edge of the truth, I believe is generally adopted by the] 
clergy who adhere to Mr, Norton's creed ; {or it is but 
a few days since | saw a letter written by a clergyman 
not far from this city, which contained the same argu- 
menis, and almost in the same words. 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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In the sermon from which we here extract, we find 
this sort of reasoning repeated in the following words 4 
“IC is evident that will, in the passage of the text, can- 
not mean determination from this circumstance, that 
the world, in general, *Jieth in wickedness,” Ciiris- 
tian reader, what is the amount of this reasoning? It 
is this; God cannot determine to bring a wicked man 
to repentance and to a saving knowledge of the truth, 
pecause this man lieth in wickedness! We will ask 
Mr. Norton whether those of his church in Weymouth, 
who he believes are real Christions were not once un- 
believers, and whether, at that time, they did not ** lie 
in wickedness?” But will he contend that God did 
not determine to bring them to the knowledge of the 
truth before they were bronght to the knowledge of it. 

Here follows another specimen of clerical reasoning, 
and it is nearly equal to the one just noticed: ** But 
had God determined that all men, without exception, 
or even that the greater part of them should come to 
the knowledge of the trath, how shall we account for 
the overflowings of ungodliness in the world?” Jet us 
look at this reasoning. What does it amount to? It 
amounts to this ; If a man be ungodly it proves that 
God does not determine to bring him to the knowledge 
of the truth, and as far the greater part of mankind are 
ungodly, it is evident that God never determined that 
the greatest part of mankind should ever come to the 
knowledge of the truth and be saved. Of eourse, God 
determined that the greatest part of mankind should 
never be saved nor come unto the knowledge of the 
truth. But after all, does not Mr. Norton and all the 
clergy of his creed believe that some of the ungodly 
are embraced in God’s gracious determination to save? 
Do they not believe the following scriptures? Rom. iv. 
4, 5, ** Now to him that worketh is the reward not 
reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that work- 
eth not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungod- 
ly, his faith is counted for righteousness.’’ Chapt. v. 
6, ** For when we were without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly.’ According to these 
scriptures, Christ died for the ungodly, and God justi- 
fies the ungodly ; but according to Mr. Norton’s rea- 
soning, God never determined to save the ungodly, 
who lie in wickedness! Who then, | would ask, does 
God determine to save? Christ said he came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

Again our preacher says; ** That the word will, in 
the text, does not intend determination with respect to 
the salvation of all men, indiscriminality, is evident 
from this consideration, that God wills, or determines 
that all men, indiscriminately, shall nor be saved; but 
that some of them shall be the subjects of his wrath.” 
And in order to support this statement, Mr. Norton 
quotes the following passage from St. Paul: ** What if 
God willing to sbew his wrath, and to make his power 
known, endured with much Jong suffering the vestels of 
wrath fitted to destruction.”» Here the preacher plain- 
ly asserts, that God has determined that all men, indis- 
criminately, shaJl not be saved! Observe this, chris- 
tian reader, ond then ask the question, if that God, 
who has determined that the greatest part of mankind 
shal] not be saved, is honest when he pretends to offer 
his favor to all? Ask again, is it possible that Mr. 
Norton should not see the direct contradiction of his 
own statements? He says, on page 4, ‘* And that it 
(will) is really expressive of benevolence in God is ad- 
mitted ; for determination, in God, that men should be 
saved, or his commanding them to be saved, must orig- 
inate in the benevolence of his nature.” Did hypoc- 
risy ever equal this? Here God is represented as ben- 
evolenily commanding all those to be saved whom he 
has determined shall not be saved! The wisdom that 
is from above is ** without partiality and without hy- 
pocrisy.”» But what has the passage, which Mr. Nor- 
ton quoted to prove his assertion above noticed, to do 
with it? Is it not evident that a person may be a ves- 
sel of wrath for a season, and afterwards become a ves- 
eel of mercy? See Eph. ii. 1, 2, 3,4,5, “ And you 
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sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according (94 


course of this world, aceording to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh jp the 
children of disobedience ; among whom also we gl] had 
our conversation in times past ip the Justs of our fe 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; end 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others, 
But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where. 
with he loved us, even when we were dead in sin, hath 
he quickened us together with Christ.” 

Much of the rest of this sermon is as destitute of 
sound reason or scripture avthority, as those passages 
are, which we have noticed. H. B. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


To J. b¥****, 


Dear Sir,—I did really bope that our correspondenes 
would have ended after my last, for [ could not con. 
ceive of any benefit that would accrue frow its contin. 
uation. But as it was first introduced by you, and you 
seem to be disposed to protract it, | will submit the 
following reply to your last. 

1! did deny, and I do now deny, that | have ever in- 
timated that in the restoration of Sodom, the land and 
buildings were included. This neither appears from 
the sentence which you have quoted from me, or any 
thing else in my communications. | wrote that sen- 
tence under the impression that your only definition of 
a city, was a certain boundary of land and the build- 
ings on it, exclusively. All it signifies was, that you 
had not adduced a single passage to that purpose.— 
That this is its just sense, and that ] have never inti- 
mated that ‘/he Sodom which is to be restored, includes 
the land and buildings, | appeai to the reader to deter- 
mine. I have uniformly and distinctly maintained that 
the word cily may mean only the people, and that it is 
the people, and not the land and buildings of Sodom, 
which is to be restored. J presume that no reader, ex- 
cept yourself, bas mistaken my meaning. 

You seem to think that there is no more. difficulty in 
supposing that the Sodomites who are to be restored, 
mean their descendants, that there is of the Jews. But 
I think the cases are widely different. The Jews, in 
all their captivities, have preserved their national ¢/.at- 
acter and lineage. By this they ever have avs will be 
distinguished. ‘This is what affor+*..+~ ground and 
probability of their being... e#fed. Had they inter- 
wixed and been confounded with other nations, it 
would be folly to talk of their restoration in a temporal 
sense. But where are the Sodemiles? Because there 
were a few of them in the days of Jehoshaphat, does it 
follow that they now have a national character? If 
you can point me to the place where the Sodomiles 
dwell, as I can you,. where the Jews are, the cates 
would be parallel. It devolves on you, sir, if you con- 
tend for thejr temporal restoration, to do this; other 
wise you cannot support your interpretation of Ezek- 
iel’s prophesy. 

What you say concerning the Almighty’s opening 
the graves of the Jews, &c. appears to me #0 wild and 
foreign to the subject, that | sball pass it without com- 
ment. You have favored us with u few more meta 
physical remarks on the nature end mode of the soul’s 
existence after death, which, though beyond my knowl 
edge, may be correct. You seem to be very tenacious 
in maintaining, that departed souls have bodies. Be it 
so, if you will have it thus; but to me it is quite jie 
material. 

But there is one thing which you omitted while you 
were (reating on the nature of souls, which | had @ 
strong desire to have seen you attempted. It is this ; 
to have proved that the soul, after death, is mmeapable 
ofany kind of suliering. You have had the goodness, 
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eal, 
{hus incapabie. 
ought not to require any more; but I really wish that 
it. hudbeen accompanied with some of your philusophi- 
cal, logical, ana especially, seriplurel proof, 

Some of your concluding observations to me ave real- 
ly unaccountable. It would seem from them as tho’ 
you end | were engaged in a direct controversy about 
the existance of future punishment. If I know any 
thing concerning the controversy, it is solely about the 
interpretation of two passages of scripture, It is true 
that, if my sense of them prove to be correct, the doc- 
irine of a future misery would follow from it; but, at 
present, this is not the subject of dispute. You have 
proposed certain questions for me to answer, and in- 
formed me that, if 1 do not attend to them, you must 
I wil] excuse yeu, 
dear sir, with all’‘my heart, for it is no pleasure to me 
to correspond with a gentleman who Joses sight of his 


orical, and scriptural reason to helieve’’ that int i 


This is a fair statement, and perhaps | 


subject. 

| am perfectly willing to meet you or any other gen- 
tleman, and discuss the subject of the duration of pun- 
jshment; but 1 would wish every subject to be attend- 
ed to in its place. Affectionately yours, J. W. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Rev. Editors,—I thank my friend B. S*******, for 
his congratulations, at wy progress in understanding his 
question. To him alone, am | indebted for assistance, 
in obtaining what little understanding I have of it ; for! 
frequently inquired of ‘my friends,’ men who,to say the 
Jeast are of common discernment—to explain his mean- 
ing to me; but they were never able to satisfy me as he 
has done. No waters, | find are so pure as those taken 
at the fountain. 

} commiserate with his regret at my falling short of 
his expectation, and with his mortification, that he had 
also caused me a disappointment, I felicitate him how 
ever, at his obtaining relief, though I must be permitted 
to think, that he obtained it from a source entirely im- 
aginary. He says, he ** obtained relief when he found 
his mortification arose from my second misapprehension. 
He found no such thing. To his first question, I did 
not pretend to ** affix a definite meaning.” It could 
not, therefore, be that | misunderetood that, from 
which I gathered ae idea. It was only at the second 
form of bis question, that I, (as he says,) misunderstood 
him. * By reason of this unfortunate mistake ;” says 
he, ** aut he has wrillen, proves foreign from the sub- 
ject.” But what is the subject, from which, all I have 
written proves foreign? He would seem to have it, 
that | believe, Korah and his company leaped, from re- 
bellion into beaven at a stride,” while he holds to the 
reverse. Or in other words; that he bolds to future 
misery, and that | do not. Now I would inquire of 
bim, where he obtained his infermation, that I hold to 
such a sentiment? Not, surely, frous my original ques- 
tions, which appeared im the Magazine No. 3, ef the 
present volume. Jf this is the subject between us, viz. 
whether there is or is not any misery after death,—l 
acknowledge that my original questions were as ** for- 
eign from the subject; as his question was, from my 
frst communication. Neither did he get his informwa- 
tion from any of my subsequent communications. 1 
expressly said in my bast, that ** no such thing had ever 
been intimated by me.” But perbaps to make a mu- 
tual inGrmity of it, he did not understand me in the as- 
sertion, or cise indeed he considered it as foreign from 
the subject. 

Itappears to me, that my friend,—whom, if I am 
Dot mi-taken in the person | do sincerely respect, — 
wished to find an oppovent, with whom, to have a cor- 
respondence, upon u subject in which there was a dif- 
ference of sentiment ; notwithstanding he proposed his 
question, “not to provoke a controversy.”? 1 consid- 


cr myeceli pustified mn this opinion, bechuse he asked me 
a Qiestion, which my original communication did by 
No weans suggest. Bat as he has honored we with hi 
notice, though ignorant of my ideas respecting the eub- 
ject; 1} feel that as a friend, | can do no less than to 
try to gratify bi and assume the position, to which, 
he objects. Butdet it be understood that, when | de- 
fend what he offers, | do it by proxy. 

He informs me that: ** he predicates the difficulty in 
his question on the circumstance (allowing they were 
saved, upon the article of death,) of their berg in heav- 
en 1471 years before Christ lived.’ Now m this, | am 
so blind that | can see no dificully af all! Wi he had 
said, that, he ** predicated the dithculty upon the cir. 
cumstance, (alluwing they were saved upon ihe article 
of death) of their ‘nef’ boing in heaven,” &c. there 
would have appeared to me some dfficuily; for it 
seems to me a solecism fo allow thal they were saved al 
death, and yel were nol in heaven.! / 


Again, ** I wish to know, said he, in what manner 
or by what process Christ saved them, when to make 
the best of it, they knew nothing of him ‘till they were 
glorified in heaven.”” How does he know that they 
knew nothing of him until] they were glorified? Is it 
probable that Moses, the teacher and servant of God, 
kept the children of Israel, who journeyed through the 
wilderness with him, in ignorance of the promised Mes- 
siah? When he smote the Rock, ** which Hock is 
Chrisi,” was it likely that he neglected to explain to 
them its signifivancy? To me, the probabilities are al- 
together against the positive assertion of B.S, 


The process, by which Christ saved them, «vas, as | 
should say—zhis coming into this world,—his dyiug for 
their offlences,—his being raised again for their justilica- 
tion ;—his tasting death for them,—bis bearing their 
sins in his own body, on the tree; and his purchas- 
ing them with a price, even the price of his own blood. 
This appears to me the process by which Christ saved 
them. But if they were saved by any works of righte- 


active, (bricty at dealhy eves own, ba either torm, it 
utterly excludes the idea of death's being his saviour. 
I remain yours in affection. Ww. D***, 


——x: | GD | oo 


DEDICATION, 


On Wednesday, 20th inst. the Universalist Chapel, 
lately erecied in this town, was dedicated to the wor- 
ship of Almighty God, The services were introduced 
by the reading of select portions of scripture, by the 
Rev. Mr, Ballon, 2d. of Roxbury; afler which the 
Rev. Mr. Carrique, of Hartford, Con. addressed the 
Throne of Grace, in au appropriate and fervent Prayer. 
The Rev. Mr. Ballou, of Boston, followed in an ingen- 
ious and pertinent discourse, from Gen, xxviii. 17, 
** How dreadful is this place ! this is none other but 
the House of God—and thes is the gale of Heaven” — 
The Rev. Mr. Whittemore, of Cambridgeport, Mass. 
offered the Concluding Prayer, and the Benediction 
was pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Ballou. 

Several highly appropriate Hywns were interspersed 
during the service, which were performed in a masterly 
style by the Choir and accompanying instrumental 
performers. ‘The audience was numerous to excess, the 
whole body of the bouse being almost exclusively filled 
with ladies. Many of the respectable clergy of the 
,tewn, and several from abroad atlended on the ooca- 
| sion. 

We could not but admire the beauty, neatness and 
convenience of this edifice. The proportions, both in- 
‘ternal and external, are fine, and the whole effect e- 
_greeable and imposing. The interior arrangement dif- 
fers from that of the other structures for public worship 
in this town, in having the pulpit on the side of the 
principal entrance, and a gradual rise thence to the op- 
posite extremity. The choir also, is situated immed- 
iately bebind the pulpit at a small elevation, so that the 
| whole of the officiating part of the congregation is plac- 
ed together. Much praise is certainly due to those lib- 





ousness—or a certain state of mind, of which, they 
were the authors; | should not sey Christ saved them, 
but that they saved themselves. ‘* When I tell people 
that Christ saves men, it presupposes a process” by 
which he effects their salvation, and nol certain pos- 
sessions, Which they may have acquired, that gain them 
admittance into heaven. 


My Querist further observes; ** J teach the necessity 
of faith and repentance !—But if they (Korat, &c.) 
leaped from rebellion into heaven oat a siride ; in au in- 
stant at death; J am unable to discover avy chance for 
this process.» Indeed! and so am |;—and equally 
unable to see any use of such a process as he intimates, 
If rebels can Jeap into heaven ip astride; at death,—l 
-ee no chance for, nor need of any other proces, than 
tbat on the part of Christ. 


To conclude. He furthermore adds; ** It strikes 
me therefore, that if Korab, Dathan and Abiram, enter- 
od into heaven instantly at temporal death, it was 
death that saved them and not the Sen of God.” The 
same idea | have often heard advanced, but it strikes 
me differently. Ifaperson is saved a/ death, does it at 
all follow that he is saved by death? It seems to me 
an abuse of language to say so. Suppose (hat on a cer- 
tain day, | am made immensely rich by-a particular 
friend; am | to say, critically speaking, that | was 
made affluent by that day? Was the daysmy donor, 
and not the friend 2? And aml to be so stupid-as to 


same as the one above mentioned. It is well known to 
all, the least acquamted with our Janguage that: ** Ey- 
ery passive verb implies an object acted upon, and an 


It is of no Cconseyuence, whether we say in the passive 





form; ** Man is saved by Christ, at death; or in the | 


return my thanks to the fame and not to the person whe | 
enriched me at that time? The case is precisely the | navy, to Miss Maria Palmer. 


era] and public-spirited individuals, through whose in- 
| strumentality mainly (his noble and ornamental edifice 
has been reared, and we cordially hope that their mu- 
| nificent exertions will be rewarded in the way which 
we are persuaded will be to them the most desirable, 
namely, the advancement and promotion of the public 
morals. —( Providence) R. I. American, 
— 

In the evening the Rev. Mr. Bisbe, of Brookfield, 
Mass. preached a lecture in the Chapel, to'a crowded 
and attentive audience. 


The Pews of the Universalist Chapel were sold by 
auction, op the 2ist inst. The amount of the sales 
was about $15,000. The Pews, remaining unsold, it is 
expected, will be taken up by those of the Society 
who were not among the purchasers. ‘The cost of the 
Chapel was about $19,000.—R. 7. American. 








——. Seal 
MARRIED, 

In this eity, by the Rev. Mr. Frothingham, Mr. Na- 
thaniel Plympton to Miss Mary R. Brooks, daughter of 
Mr. Samuel Brooks, of New-York. 

By the Rev. Mr. Wayland, Mr. Jason D. Batties to 
Miss Catherine Johnson. 

By the Rev. Mr. Frothingham, Mr. David Wheeler 
to Miss May Day M’Forland. __.....«wsedge Religion 
) be something more, thon being wrapt up ina heap of 
ine vestments; or being skilled in a dexterous perfor- 
in Gloucester, Dr, William D. Babbitt, of the U.S, 











—_—— - 


DIED, 
In this city, Capt. James F, Trott, aged 44. Mr. 


ageut by which itis acted upon.” Ip satvatiou “man” is )John Marshall, 28.0 Ann Fessenden, 15 months, oul y 
the object acted upon ; “Christ” the agent by which he | 64,35 of Dr. A: Bucknam. 
is acted apon, apd ‘tat dest” is the time of the action. | 


iu Charlestown, ft recerick Walenstein, son of Mr.. 
Nathaniel R. Leman, 3 years aud 9 mos, 
In Rosbury, Mr, Charles Frouel, 36. 
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POET’S CORNER. 





other purpose than to 


SELECTED. 
The Village Chureh. 


] love the ivy mantled tower, 


Rock’d by the storms of thousand years, 


The grave whose melanchely flowers 
Was nourish'd by a martyr’s tears. 


The sacred yew so fear’d in wat, 
Which like the sword to David given, 
Infiicted more than human scar, 
And lent to man the arms of heaven. 


i Jove the organ’s joyous swell ; 
Sweet echo of the heavenly ode; 

I Jove the cheer‘ul village bell, 
Faint emblem of the call of God. 


Waked by the sound I bend my feet, 
I bid iny swelling sorrows cease ; 
1 do but touch the mercy seat, 
And hear the still small voice of peace. 


And as the ray of evening fades, 
| love amidst the dead to stand,— 
Where in the altar’s deep’ning shades, 
1 seem to meet the ghostly band. 


One comes—oh! mark his sparkling eye, 
The light of glory kindles tiere! 
Another—hear his deep drawn sigh, 
O *tis the sigh of dumb despair. 


Another treads the shadowy isle, 

1 know him—tis my sainted sire ; 
1 know his patient angel smile, 

His shepherd voice—his eye of fire. 


His ashes rest in yonder urn,— 
I saw his death, I clos’d his eye, 
Bright sparks amidst those ashes burn, — 
That death had taught me how to die. 


Long be our Father’s temple our’s— 
Woe to the band by which it falls ; 

A thousand spirits watch its towers, 
A cloud of angels guard its walls. 


And be their shield by us possessed,—- 
Lord, rear around thy blest abode 
The buttress of a holy breast, 
The rampart of a present God. 


_— <2 


The-Friend of All. 


There is a charm in friendship’s voice, 
A feeling dear to age and youth, 

Which bias the sorrowing soul rejoice, 
And lights the flame of love and truth,— 

If heaven’s bright skies be overcast, 
Enshrouded with affliction’s pall, 

When the dark mists of woe hase past, 


determine ait B4ball sbine— the friend of all. 
Although i use this pointed language, I do it for no 
awaken attention to the subject ; 


u—-» 

To guide the spirit through the gloom, 
And lead her to a happier sphere : 

Yet still Jet ev'ry murmur die, 
And mercies pust to mind recal, 

Know there’s a Power enthrowa'd on high, 
The fervent faithfui friend of all, 


O after all the ills of life, 
bn ead successton fice away, 
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Ww hy should the soul prolong her strife, 
Why wish in woe a Jonger stay: 
Free as the air she wings ber flight, 
For now no more shall guilt enthrall, 
She hails the source of life and light, 
The one eternal friend of all. 


ENNUL. 


Sometimes the mind which misery’s host besets, 
As if to reinforce itself—retires, 

And posted near oblivion, half forgets 
Alike cold disappointnrents--warm desires. 


Memory hath clos*d her book and hope at rest 
Points not to rapture on the future’s breast ; 

The Jaborer reason feels the loss of spring, 
Imagination foids her weary wing. 


Feeling is dead, or for the season sleeps, 

Joy laughs no more—no more sad sorrow weeps ; 
O what a weary awful pause is here, 

Absent all pain, all pleasure, hope and fear. 


a () om 


Spirit of bliss ! who sleep’st secure, 
Where yon thin cloud its snowy fleece 
Is bleaching in the moon-beams pure, 
Sailing thro’ heaven’s blue seas of peace ; 


Lulled by the notes from angel—lyres, 
That float in transport soft along, 

Or strain, in distance that expires, 
Borne from the sphere’s sublimer song. 


If e’er thy weeds, ambrosial, bright, 
O’e earth’s unholy vapors flow,-- 
If e’er thy silver sandals Jight 
On this black orb of sin and woe ; 


Spirit of bliss where dost thou rove? 

Where laughs the beam of childhood’s eye, 
Where the soft dream of youthful love, 

Sees the warm blush—the tender sigh ; 


Where the young mother, claps ber child, 
Whose infant traits, its sire disclose : 

Where flies the good man’s breath, as mild 
As evening’s air that shuts the rose. 


Spirit of bliss! such storms have past 
This wither’d heart to bright and sear ; 
Since I have look’d upon the last, 
Thy form is scarce remembered here. *- 


And I can only wait the time, 
When, casting off life’s grievous load, 
Yon op’ning heaven my steps shall climb, 
And track the realms thy feet have trod. 


—<>D>+o— 


Karly Recollections. 


Those evening bells,—those evening bells, — 
How many a tale their music tells, 

Of youth and home and that sweet time, 
Since last | heard their soothing chime. 


Those joyous hours are pass’d away, 
And many a friend, that then was gay, 
Within the tomb now darkly dwelis, 
And hears no more those evening bells, 


And so twill be when I am gone, 

That tuneful pea) will still ring on, 

While other bards will walk these dells, 
Aud sing your praise, sweet evencuing bells. 


MAGAZINE. 


Fe 





An eminent instance of true fortitude, 

All who have been distinguished as servants of 
or benefactors of men; all who, in perilous situation 
have acted their part with such honor as to render 
their names illustrious through succeeding ages have 
been eminent for fortitude of mind. Of this “a 
one conspicuous example in the apostle Paul, whom it 
will be instructive for us to view in a remarkable 
rence of his life. After having long acted as the apos. 
tle of the Gentiles, his mission called him to £0 to Je. 
rusalem, where he knew that he was to encounter the 
jutmost violence of his enemies. Just before he set 

sail, he called together the elders of his favorite church 
at Ephesus; and, in a pathetic speech, which does 
great honor to his character, gave them his last fare 
well. Deeply affected by their knowledge of the cer. 
tain dangers to which he was exposing bimeelf, all the 
assembly were filled with distress, and melted into 
tears. The circumstances were such, as might have 
conveyed dejection even into a resolute mind; and 
would have totally overwhelmed the feeble, 
all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him; 
sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that 
they would see his face no more.” What were theh 
the sentiments, what was the language, of this great 
and good man? Hear the words which spoke his firm 
and undaunted mind. * Behold, I go bound in the 
spirit, to Jerusalem, not knowing the ‘things that shall 
befall me there; save that the Holy Spirit witnessethin 
every city, saying, that bonds and afflictions abide me, 
But none of these things move me ; neither count! my 
life dear to myself, so that I might finish my course with 
joy, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God."— 
There was uttered the voice, there breathed the spirit, 
of a brave and a virtuous man. Such a man knows 
not what it is to shrink from danger, when conscience 
points outhis path. In that path he is determined to 
walk; let the consequences be what they may. 

This was the magnanimous behaviour of that great 
apostle when he had persecution and distress full in 
view. Attend now to the sentiments of the same ex- 
cellent man, when the time of his last suffering ap- 
proached ; and remark the majesty, and the ease, with 
which he looked on death. ‘+ 1 am now seady tobe 
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand, | 
have faught the good fight. I have finished my course. 
I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness.”» How many years of 
life does such a dying moment overbslance? Who 
would not choose, in this manner, to go off the stage 
with such a song of triumph in his mouth, rather than 
prolong his existence through a wretched old age, 
siained with sin anc shame? Bain. 
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Died in this ctly, Mr. Lemuel Packard, jr. aged 48 
—Eliza Avery, eldest daughter of Mr. Jobn Lilly, aged 
7 years, 
In Newton, on Sunday morning last, Miss Charlotte 
Harbach, eldest daughter of Mr. Thomas H. aged 24. 


At sea, on his passage to Brazil, Mr. George Johon- 


not Hubbard, aged 20. 
——__——_—— —_—- —— 


Just Published and for Sale at bie Office. 
Jacob’s Ladder. 


A SERMON, delivered at the Dedication of the Uni- 
versalist Chapel, in Providence, R. 1. November 











salist Society in Boston. Text—Gen. xxviii. 17, “Het 
dreadful is this place ! this 1s none other but the house 
of God, and this is the gale of heaven.” Price 12 1-2 
cents single. 


The Rich Man and Lazarus. 


N Explanation Sermon, delivered on the 3d. Sab- 
L& bath in July, 1822, before the First Universalist 
Dociely in Portland, Me. By Russell Streeter, Minis? 





ter. ‘Vext—Luke xvi. 19—31. Price 12 1-2 cents. 


i} 


fanaa” Oe Se 


20, 1822. By Hosea Ballou, Pastor of the 2d. Univer 








